subordination of civilized .society; and when there is a gross and shameful deviation from rank, it should be punished so as to deter others from the same perversion.'
After frequently considering this subject, I am more and more confirmed in what I then meant to express, and which was sanctioned by the authority, and illustrated by the wisdom, of Johnson; and I think it of the utmost consequence to the happiness of Society, to which subordination is absolutely necessary'. It is weak, and contemptible, and unworthy, in a parent to relax in such a case. It is sacrificing general advantage to private feelings. And let it be considered, that the claim of a daughter who has acted thus, to be restored to her former situation, is either 'fantastical or unjust If there be no value in the distinction of rank, what doca she suffer by being kept in the situation to which she has descended? If there be a value in that distinction, it ought to be steadily maintained. If indulgence be shewn to such conduct, and the offenders know that in a longer or shorter time they shall be received as well as if they had not contaminated their blood by a base alliance, the great check upon that inordinate caprice which generally occasions low marriages will be removed, and the fair and comfortable order of improved life will be miserably disturbed3.
Lord Chesterfield's Letters being mentioned, Johnson Said, 1 It was not to be wondered at that they had so great a sale, considering that they were the letters of a statesman, a wit, one who had been so much in the mouths of mankind, one long accustomed virftin volitftrc per ora3.'
' See tiHte, i. 408.
" Bcmwcll was of the ssmm! way of thinking as Squire Western, who 'did indeed consider a parity of fortune and circumstances to lie physically as nccesaary tin ingredient in marriage as difference of HCXCR, or any other essential; and had no more apprehension of his daughter falling in love with a poor man than with any animal of a different species.1 Tom Jones, bk, vi. ch. 9. 3 'Ternplanda via est, qua me quoquc passim
Tollero   humo victorquo vinun
volilare per orn.1 'New ways I must attempt, my
grovelling name To raise aloft, and wing my flight
to fame.1
DRYHKN, Virgil, Georg. iii. 9. 'Chesterfield was at once the most distin-guished orator in the Upper House, and the undisputed sovereign of wit and fjwhion. Me held this eminence for about forty years. At last it became the regular custom of the higher circles to laugh whenever ho opened
OnIt was in 1764 that iho was married, sn that k 5s not likely that she was the subject of this talk. See Horace Wai-pole's Ijttltrs, iv, 221.
